1oby’s
one top
horse

Morgan shines

at show biz

By Brent L. Beckett
Herald Correspondent

YORK — A horse is a
horse, of course, of course ...
unless, of course, you're a
world champion horse.

Hillock's Knight Hawk,
affectionately known as
Toby, is among the world's
champion horses, winning
first place in the 4-year-old
pleasure driving class at the
World Championship Mor- -
gan Horse Show in Okla-
homa City last month.

Toby, a black Morgan who
stands 155 hands — about
five feet at the shoulder —
is originally from Hillock
Farm in Sutton, Mass., but
now lives among other

the Wilton family. He lives .
at Ramsey Stable, a facility
owned by David and Kim
Ramsey that only boards
Morgan show horses. There

Dr. James Wilton-and trainer David Rand shuw off To
“ Its class In the World Champlonship [;?h

champion Morgans at a
York horse farm.

The gelding is owned by

ﬂra 18 or'muhl

_ the stables, all” ufwhlch are
reglonal and natichal
¢hamplons, Six horses were
taken to Oklahoma under
the direction of Rand and
all placed between first and
fifth in thelr classes in the
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by,"” a black Morgan horse that won
how in Oklahoma City iast month.
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James Wilton, a Ports-

» mouth podiatrist, and his
wife Tracy literally walked

= into_the.world of Morgan
harses at random about.a

See Morgan, Page A9

Horse from York wins event in world championship

Margan from Page A1

Year ago.

“My wife and [ were on a walk
last year that led us past the st
ables. We were so taken by the
Beauty of the horses and the facil-

ity that we decided to get involved
;durselves,” Dr. Wilton said.
:® David Rand, resident trainer
\and Toby's driver in the show, is
gesponsible for the world-class
drace and poise that helped Toby
win his international title.

Rand, who began. looking for a
Borze for the Wiltons, introduced
them to Toby. Toby was doing well
on a low-key level, but was pre-
dicted to go on to great things.
Once in the hands of Rand, a pro-
fessional trainer with 16 years ex-
merience, it didn't take long for
great things to happen.

“I would say that 100 percent of
Toby's progress can be attributed
to David. We are very pleased and

lucky to have him,"” Wilton said.

Rand works with horse cwmners
like the Wiltons and teaches them
how to exhibit their horses to the
best of their ability.

“I have had a very fortunate ca-
reer in that I have worked with
great people and great horses,
Toby being a highlight of my ex-
perience,” Rand said. '

Morgan horses could be consid-
ered the golden retriever of the
horse world. Native to New Eng-
land, the Morgan was first bred in
Springfield, Mass., in the late
1700s. The Morgan is classified asa
“working horse,” in the same
category as Clydesdales.

Though small compared to other
working horses, Morgans are
famed for both their strength and
speed. Predominantly bay, chest-
nut and black in color, the Mor-
gan's compact, smooth, muscular
lines are accented by small ears
and expressive eyes.

“The Morgan was bred for its
versatility; a horse that conld
wark in the field all week and then

be dressed up for a ride into town

on Sunday,” Rand said.

Today, the Morgan is primarily
a pleasure and show horse, en-
joyed by horse lovers for its athle-
ticism and companionship.

The Wiltons have found Toby at
the center of their family life.

“From our standpoint it is a
family-oriented sport. Some fami-

lies have boats or skl. We compete '

in horse shows. It's a way We can
spend quality time togethen., Wﬂ
ton said.

Wilton's son Sean, 11, and
daughter Shannon, 7, both are in-
volving themselves with the
horses. Sean is preparing to drive
Toby in the junior exhibit class in
shows next year. Shannon is learn-

ing to ride for show as well.

There are more shows in store
for Toby. He is predicted to do well

in the 5-year-old amateu
next year. Rand plans to ri
under saddle in upcoming



